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International leaders in entertainment, Global Creatures producers of War Horse, Walking with Dinosaurs, King Kong 

and How to Train Your Dragon, have collaborated with Australia’s National Youth Theatre Company (NYTC) to offer a 

unique series of Masterclasses for young people aged 12 to 17 years and professional development workshops for 18 

to 25 year-olds. 

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for young Australians with a dream to work in the performing arts provides unique 

learning experiences in writing, performance, design and puppetry enabling them to experience the behind-the-scenes 

magic of the internationally acclaimed War Horse to develop skills in drama and theatre using a variety of performance 

based techniques. 

In part one of three Masterclasses, students will learn key elements of drama and theatre in performance, improvised 

and playbuilt theatre and scripted drama beginning with a short performance piece written by Australia’s leading youth 

author, Morris Gleitzman.  Students will learn specific techniques in creating an imaginative piece for theatre before 

embarking on an individual writing piece to explore themes of War Horse from an Australian perspective. 

In the second Masterclass devised by puppeteers and actors from the National Theatre, London, students will 

experience the hands-on creation of characters using techniques applied in the production of War Horse (just as the 

stars of the production experienced in rehearsals) to learn how to create movement, breath and empathy while 

working with puppets. 

In the final stage of their unique theatrical journey, students will experience the craft of designing, making and 

performing their own written material with their own puppet, enabling them to explore the magic of contemporary 

puppetry in bringing their characters and stories to life. 

Workshop Session 
General Education 

12-17 Years 
Professional Development  

18-25 Years 

Writing & 
Development

Saturday 13 April: 10.30am 12.30pm Saturday 6 April: 10.30am - 12.30pm

Creating Puppets for 
Performance

Sunday 14 April: 9.00am - 11.00am Sunday 7 April: 9.00am - 11.00am

Advanced Design & 
Performance

Sunday 14 April: 12.00pm - 1.30pm Sunday 7 April: 12.00pm - 1.30pm

National Theatre 
Puppetry Seminar

Thursday 30 May 10:30am - 12:00pm

Cost $99 $150 

Participants have the opportunity attend a discounted performance of War Horse at the Lyric Theatre 

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS 

Sun 14 April 3.00pm - $100 p/ticket or; 

Tues 16 April 7.30pm - $35 p/ticket or; 

Wed 17 April 1.00pm - $35 p/ticket 

Sun 7 April 3.00pm - $100 p/ticket or; 

Tues 9 April 7.30pm - $35 p/ ticket 

Students will also receive a complimentary membership to NYTC. 
*Transport and accommodation for regional participants can be arranged (not included in workshop costs) 

 



Content Focus

 Drama and theatre using a variety of dramatic elements, 

theatrical techniques and conventions; 

 The collaborative nature of drama and theatre knowledge 

and understanding about, and skills in, performing; 

 Using the elements of drama and theatre in performance, 

improvised and play-built theatre, and scripted drama; 

 The diversity of the art of dramatic and theatrical 

performance knowledge; 

 The place and function of drama and theatre in communities and societies, past and present; 

 A variety of forms and styles used in drama and theatre; and 

 A drama and the theatre as a community activity, a profession and an industry. 

 

Workshop Content 

1. Writing 

Beginning with a short performance piece written by a professional writer commissioned by the National Theatre, 

this workshop explores the specific techniques required when creating an imaginative piece of writing for the 

theatre. We also look at the journey involved in translating ideas on paper to action on stage to provide an 

exciting theatrical event, before embarking on individual writing exercises, looking at themes from War Horse 

from an Australian perspective. 

2. National Theatre Puppetry 

Devised by puppeteers and actors from the National Theatre, this workshop is designed to give students hands 

on experience and understanding of how to create characters through the use of puppetry techniques employed 

in the production of War Horse. Using the process actors underwent during the rehearsal process, participants 

learn how to create movement, breath and empathy as required when operating puppets in theatre. The 

workshop culminates in an improvised scene from the play. 

 

3. Design - Practical Puppetry 

This workshop enables participants to experience the craft involved in designing and making a puppet for use in 

the theatre. Based on the techniques employed by Handspring Puppet Company, the genius behind the horse 

puppets in the production, participants will have the chance to create a puppet of their own using materials 

adapted from the original concept. The workshop will also include a specially commissioned piece of theatre that 

employs puppetry as a means of bringing characters to life. 

“APPLY NOW” Places are strictly limited. To apply for the workshop series visit: 

http://www.nytc.com.au/masterclass  or call 1300 735 763. 

http://www.nytc.com.au/masterclass

