
 

 
 

The Changing Face of Homelessness in Melbourne 
 
Hanover Welfare Services 
 

 Has helped an estimated quarter of a million men and women with safe housing, employment, 
education, health and drug and alcohol problems. 

 Has helped an estimated 50,000 children into safe housing, getting them back into school, 
helping them gain better health and improve their family relationships. 

 Undertaken groundbreaking research into a range of topics including homeless youth, begging, 
disability, ageing and public perceptions of homelessness. 

 Assists 6,500 Victorians each year of which 2,500 are children. 

 
Homelessness facts 
 

 On any given night, one in 200 people are homeless in Australia. Over 40 per cent of these 
people are aged under 24. 

 Over 22,000 young Australians are living in caravan parks, overcrowded dwellings or sheds. 
 From 2012 – 2013, 21 per cent of people who sought help from homelessness services were 

aged 15 to 24. 
 People who experience homelessness at a young age are more likely to experience it again, with 

half the people receiving support from homelessness services saying their parents had 
experienced it too.  

 
Key drivers of homelessness in Australia 

 
 Domestic and family violence 
 Unaffordable housing 
 Mental health issues 
 Employment 
 A life crisis 
 Addiction 

 
Young people most at risk of homelessness 

 
 Young women 
 Youth living in poverty 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander youth 
 Youth with mental illness 
 Youth from non-English speaking backgrounds 
 Youth in rural and remote locations. 

 

 
ABOUT HANOVER WELFARE SERVICES 

Established in 1964, Hanover is a leading Melbourne agency which provides services to people 
experiencing homelessness or housing crisis. Hanover is independent; it has no structural links with 
churches, institutions or governments. In 2014 Hanover marks 50 years of service to the community and 
has a proud history of advocating on behalf of, researching and providing practical support to 
vulnerable Victorians. www.hanover.org.au 

 

http://www.hanover.org.au/

